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Your Questions

• Re-opening benchmarks and metrics

• Symptoms at school

• Close contacts

• Isolation space challenges

• Mask refusals

• Medically fragile kids



Where to Find Previously Covered
Return to School Information
• Previous Webinars and Slides can be found on the Maricopa 

County Public Health website along with updated guidance

Webinars and slides

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/Education
-Child-Care-and-Youth-Activitie#schools

Guidance

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/Education-Child-Care-and-Youth-Activitie#schools


COVID-19 in Arizona

• 189,443 cases

– Confirmed and probable

• 4,3743 deaths

Data updated: 8/12/20

Case Counts
Case Rates 

per 100,000 population

National Data from CDC



COVID-19 in Maricopa County
• 126,467 cases in Maricopa with 427 reported in 

the last 24 hours

• 2,393 (2%) deaths

Data updated: 8/12/20



Lab Testing Data – Maricopa County

Data
updated 

8/12/2020

22%20% 22% 21%17% 11%13% 9% 6%



NEW! Symptom Screening Guidance

• Recommendations for screening for symptoms prior to 
entering the facility

• Must
– Require students and staff stay home if 

• COVID test positive or symptomatic

• Close contact with someone who tested positive

– Screen for symptoms

• May
– Screen for fever



Sample Screening Tools



How long should you isolate at home?

https://maricopasneb.co1.qualtrics.c
om/jfe/form/SV_3wLf31Anb2yNAUZ

https://maricopasneb.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3wLf31Anb2yNAUZ


▪ How you can help provide accurate data:

– Filling out data electronically

– Writing legibly if reporting forms are filled 
out by hand

– Including full names & dates of birth 

▪ critical for linking to supportive lab results

– Fill out all portions of report forms 

▪ Demographics 

▪ Contact information

A message from our epidemiologists



▪ FERPA and COVID-19

▪ HIPAA and COVID-19

▪ Public Health is privileged to special 
exceptions in order to conduct investigations 
that will yield important information

▪ Information = Action

More from our epidemiologists

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/public-health/index.html


Safely Returning to In-Person Instruction

• Benchmarks

• Responding to COVID-19 in Schools

• Working towards opening a hybrid
structure of In-Person leaning

https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epid
emiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-
epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-safely-
return-to-in-person-instruction.pdf

https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-safely-return-to-in-person-instruction.pdf


ADE – Guidance on On-Site Learning 
Opportunities and Support Services

• District or Charter Waivers

– Definition of “Outbreak”

• 2 or more lab-confirmed cases among students or staff:
– With onsets within a 14-day period

– Epidemiologically linked

– Do not share a household

– Not identified as close contacts with each other in another setting

• Can also be identified by Public Health as a localized increase in 
COVID-19 incidence in a defined community within the county 
requiring the closure of the charter school or school district

– Waiver is only required and permitted if all on-site 
services will cease due to an outbreak

https://files.constantcontact.com/
cbebfe4e101/14bf65f4-dabb-
4782-95c4-1155191ca32c.pdf

https://files.constantcontact.com/cbebfe4e101/14bf65f4-dabb-4782-95c4-1155191ca32c.pdf


ADHS Benchmarks for Schools

Source: 
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-
disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-
coronavirus/covid-19-safely-return-to-in-person-instruction.pdf

8/12/2020

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-safely-return-to-in-person-instruction.pdf


MCDPH Data Dashboard
*This is what the ZIP code looks like 

Unified 
School 
District

Elementary 
School 
District

High School 
District

City

Select “View” on the 
right:

Current:
% Positivity
Case Rate
COVID-19 Like Illness 
Rate

Previous Week:
% Positivity
Case Rate
COVID-19 Like Illness 
Rate

VIEW

ZIP Code

*The color shown will be the highest for all three 
metrics 
*Data will include current and prior week data



COVID-like illness Decrease in case counts

County-wide-only metrics



Input Needed! Antigen Testing

• Antigen test looks for protein fragments

• Positive results are accurate

• Negative results 

– Do not rule out infection

– If suspicion of COVID-19, should be confirmed by PCR

– Should be considered in the context of a person’s recent exposures 
and other factors



Input Needed! Antigen Testing

• We need your input –Sofia 2 SARS Antigen Test Machine

• IF provided to district or charter or private school

• CONDITIONS FOR USE
– To test students if exposed to a case

– To offer voluntary testing to staff every 2 weeks

• WOULD REQUIRE recipients to
– Identify qualified staff who can implement the testing

– Maintain the machine

– Simultaneously test for flu 



Student/Parent
Resource



Numbers are improving – COVID-19 is still among us!



Coming Soon...

• Cafeterias and Meal Services

• Transportation

• Distinction between different test types

• More on cleaning/disinfecting



Questions we cannot answer

• "What is legally allowable..."

• Questions related to school finances

• Questions related to attendance numbers

• Questions related to families changing enrollment



Questions?

• Please visit Maricopa.gov/coronavirus

• SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

– (602)-506-6767 

– This webinar will be posted to our website

mailto:SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

